


Students, Council need communication 
By Paula Paul 

Student government is a joke. Ha ha ha. Maybe in the case of Riggs 
students the less they know about something, the funnier it becomes. 
The Student Senate Is an important and Influential group In our school, 
yet many of their actions pass unnoticed. 

They have access to money generated by the students and make 
decisions about where to spend that money. Most importantly, Stu­
dent Senate a!'d the decisions they make represent Riggs High School 
and Its students. 

Recently the Senate voted to fund a Student Yellow Pages, which 
wlll be distributed in the near future. During the Christmas season, 
the Senate bought gifts for the custodians and also donated gifts to 
needy children. Most Riggs students were not even aware that these 
activities took place. 

Student Senate members go to and return from their meetings like 
invisible bodies. Most Senate members offer no information, and 
students rarely ask questions about what goes on at the meetings. 
A communication gap obviously exists between the Student Senate 
and student body that must be bridged. 

"Nothing ever gets done" is a commonly held attitude about the 
Student Senate around Riggs. If students have a complaint or want 
,something done, they need to take their suggestions directly to the 
Senate members. Members can't take action without knowing what 
needs to be done. 

Student Senate posts the minutes of their meetings on the bulletin 
boards around school; this would be a good Idea If students would 
bother to read them. Perhaps the Senate could incorporate a sum­
mary report into the student announcements the day after each of their 
meetings. 

At students, we're not using our right to have a voice In our govern­
ment, just as many adults don't participate In the national government. 
If we want things to get done, let's stop laughing and play an active 
part in our students government. 

Students speak against censor 
Thank You So Much 

to the Student Body, 
Ad m i n i s t r a t i on ,  
Teachers, and 
Secretaries for th� 
gifts we received at 
Christmas time. They 
were enjoyed very 
much. 

By DeeAnn Gohl 
On January 13, 1988 the Supreme 

Court with a 5-3 vote ruled that public 
school officials have the power to 
censor student publications and other 
forms of student expression. 

The Governor asked students, ''Do 
you think school officials should have 
the right to censor student 
newspapers and other forms of stu­
dent expression? Why or why not?" 

Dawn Duggan, senior: No, this gives 
school officials too much power. This 
decision makes the school officials 

look like "big brother" in George 
Orwell's '1984.' If we, the students, 
can't express ourselves, this decision 
is an infringement upon our freedom 
of speech and press. 

Letters iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

In the past weeks of school one 
point of school policy has continued 
to bother me - the fact that pop is not 
allowed in study hall. This seems 
strange as students are allowed to 
buy milk and rolls at the snack bar. 
Is there any reason why pop is dif­
ferent from milk? The problem of 
students wanting to leave study hall 
to buy pop would be easily solved by 
allowing only pop bought before study 
hall to be drunk. 

A second piece of school policy I 
disagree with is the fact that the pop 
machines are turned off during lunch. 
With the way policy stands now it 
seems that the only students who get 
to use the pop machines are seniors 
who stay in the lobby. Why not let the 
rest of the student body use this 
privileoe? Eric Kilber 

What is the student council doing? 
Some Riggs students would like to 
know. Why? Because the student 
body is not being satisfactorily up­
dated on the council's actions. Yes, 
the minutes are posted, if someone 
bothers to take notes at the meeting, 
but not in a consistent place. If the 
minutes can be found, they are often 
too long to read in one sitting, or too 
confusing to be understood. 

Students need to be informed. If 
the students do not know what their 

I feel that band members do not 
receive enough credits for' band. I 
think most people don't know how 
much time we put into band. 

We started with marching band at 
the end of July and since school has 
started we've been practicing every 
morning at 7:00. 

Band is 7th period every day just 
like any other class. We play for 
almost every football and basketball 
game that there is. We are graded on 
attendance, and we have to take 
tests. 

Right now we ony get ¼ credit per 
year, this doesn't even count for 9th 
grade. I feel it's just like many other 
classes and it deserves at least a ½ 
credit. 

Thanks, 
Kathy Christenson 

own council is doing, then there is no 
reason for them to continue to meet. 
Even if the meetings were open: they 
are often scheduled during regular 
classes, making it almost impossible 
for the average student to attend. The 
solution to this is not difficult. Perhaps 
a brief summary of each meeting 
could be read over the 
announcements. 

Maybe new executive members of 
the council will bring about a change 
in this. We hope so. 

Linda Marshall 

Paul GIikerson, junior: No, I think 
that it is none of their business what 
we write on. I think we have the right 
to write what we want at any time we 
want. 

Riggs High 
Custodians 

Pierre Maintenance 
Crew 

Rock-N-Roll Review 
By Rodes Fishburne 

I've got some great news for all you 
heavy metal fanatics out there, it's 
just incredible, it's extraordinary. I will 
probably tell you later. Anyway in 
music news this month. The 
Smithereens are making their second 
album right now in L. A. It is titled 
"Four More Respected Gentlman.'' 

Some great news for U2 lovers: the 
band will be releasing a double live 
album taken from shows and con­
certs on "The Joshua Tree" tour. Also 
the band that is a tribute to musical 
genius, "Poison" will be in the studio 
recording their new album. David lee 
Roth and company will have their new 
album out this month. Their new 
single "Just Like Living In Paradise" 
off the album is climbing the charts. 

The Monkees used to be a great 
show on television, but ever since the 
producers realized the popularity of 
the show they have put it on television 
constantly. Even the commercials of­
fer Monkee dolls for $19.99. Who in 
the world wants a Monkee doll?? The 
group even tried to stage a tour of the 
U.S. , but they couldn't find all of the 
members. Out of all this comes (are 
you ready?) "The New Monkees 
Show.'' I wish it all of the success that 
"The New leave It To Beaver"has. 

In the wonderful world of music 
videos Dokken will be making a video 
for "Burning Like a Flame." 

CBS will release a home video call­
ed "Aerosmith's Video Scrapbook." 
The video consists of eleven songs 
recorded between 1976 and 1978 in-

) eluding "Toys in the Attic" "Dream 
On" and "Train Kept a Rollin.'' And 
now head-bangers the news you have 
been waiting for: Metallica makes 
history with the release of "19.98 
Home Video - Cliff 'Em All." This is. 
the first bootleg video ever offered for 
sale. Isn't that exciting? That's all 
for this month and remember, "Your 
mother was a witch.'' 
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Seniors earn Student of the Month honors 
By Chris Ward 

December students of the month 
were Doug Mikkonen and Amy Cone. 

Doug participates actively in 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Na­
tional Honor Society, Varsity boys 
basketball, Luther League, Treasurer­
Letterman's Club, and Gumbo staff. 

He plants to go to college out of 
state and possibly major in business 
administration or accounting. 

Amy plants to go to Duke Universi­
ty, which is the top choice in her pick 
of colleges. Right now she is enjoy­
ing the following high school ac­
tivities: Student Senate, NHS, Gum­
bo staff, cheerleading, and intramural 
volleyball. 

Amy would like to comment on the 
upcoming visit of George Bush, "I'm 
so excited about meeting George 
Bush. If he gets President, I'll tell my 
grandchildren that George and I were 
old buds." 

January students of the month are 
Kayla Korkow and Pete Rezac. Kayla 
participates in cheerleading, in-

traumural volleyball, assistant editor 
of Gumbo, Girls State junior 
counselor, Legislative Senate page, 
4-H, declam, president-pep club, Stu­
dent Senate, FCA, and band.

She is undecided about the col­
lege, but plans to attend in-state. Her 
possible major is political science in 
which she plans to use her English 
and speaking skills. 

Kayla would like to give a word of 
advice to underclassmen, "Be en­
thusiastic, have a positive mental at­
titude, set goals high and work hard 
to achieve them." 

Pete has definite plans for his 
future. He has been accepted at 
South Dakota Tech. When he is a 
junior in college he is transferring to 
Embery Riddle Aeronautical Univer­
sity in Prescott, Arizona. He will be 
majoring and hopes to get a degree 
in aeronautical engineering. 

Pete participates in golf, manager­
boys basketball, and last year's 
Close-Up trip. Pete says to the stu­
dent body, "It's a thrill to get student 
of the month." 

Musicians audition 

for honors band 

AII-Staters spend 'Day with Legislator' 

By Kirsten Levlsen 
A record number of Riggs band 

members auditioned for the 1988 All­
State Band. T his year 23 students 
auditioned, compared to 12 Riggs 
students last year. 

"T he Pierre auditioners started 
preparing early in the season, as to 
not be crammed when audition time 
came. The results of their work 
brought them into the running for All­
State Band," said Brad Berens, Riggs 
band �irector. 

The audition includes learning 19 
scales, a prepared solo, sight reading 
music, and taking a written exam. 

"Most importantly, each person 
has improved as a result of all the 
practice they put in for the audition," 
commented Mr. Berens. 

T he auditioners were, flutes: Steph 
Haisch, Linda Clark, Kari Engberg, 
Kimberly Maluski, Kirsten Levisen, 
Stacy Hull and Sheryl Berheim. Alto 
saxophones: Susan Busse, Steve 
Stofferahn and Tammy Weiczorek . 

Tenor saxophone: Deb Hudson. 
Trumpet: Jason Werpy. French horn: 
Mary Fjelstad. Trombones: Tom Ellef­
son, LeAnn Alexander and Sheri 
Brosz. Percussion: Jim Cutshaw, Joel. 
Catlin and Sara Anderson. String 
bass: Jason Meyers. 

By Kirsten Levlsen 

Riggs All State Journalists Paula 
Paul, Kirsten Levisen and Jenny 
Joens will be participating Feb. 18 
and 19 in the annual Journalist Day 
with a Legislator. 

AII-Staters from through-out the 
state will spend two days in Pierre 
with a legislator of their choice. While 
taking a close look at state govern-

Court decision con·t trom page 1

good job and know what good jour­
nalism is, the opportunity for major 
problems is remote." 

Governor editor Paula Paul doesn't 
think the decision will have a big af­
fect on the Riggs newspaper. "I'm 
hoping the administration will never 
find it necessary to use their censor­
ship power, but I don't like the fact that 
they have that power because our 
staff is responsible enough to decide 
what is appropriate to print," she said. 

"It's not right to be taught First 
Amendment rights in our government 
classes and be denied those rights at 
the same time," Paul continued. 

No doubt the new ruling will make 
student journalists, advisers, and ad­
ministrators consider their publica­
tion's content with more care. 

THAT'S UGLY ... Senlo1· Lowell Gordon won the $5 prize for a dinner for two at a local restaurant 
when he won the Ugly Tie Contest sponaored by Mr. Kurth In the Conatltutlon cla ... a. Mr. 
Kurth aponsora the contest In confection with his mock leglelature. (Photo by Klraten LevlNn) 

ment, the journalists will hold a press 
conference with Governor Mickelson 
and will investigate issues legislators 
have been concerned with. 

Such issues may be the state 
budget, teacher salaries, lottery ex­
pansion, economic development, 

telephone deregulation, state income 
tax, interstate banking, manditory 
seat belts, sales tax extension and 

first amendment rights for high school 
newpapers. 

"One thing is certain, after the day 
in the legislature, students will 
understand the state government pro­
cess much more clearly. This should 
be one of the best journalism ex­
periences the students have ever 
had," stated Mary J. Perpich, coor­
dinator of the High School Press 
Association at SDSU. 

Close-Up students plan 
Washington, D.C. week 

FOR A GOOD CAUSE ... Benjle Hlat and Dawn KUIian are busy aelllng candy to Lari ... Baer 
to raise funds for the spring Close Up trip to Washington, D.C. (Photo by Kirsten Levlaen) 

By Tempe Malena 
Riggs students currently are plan­

ning an April 24-30 trip to Washington 
D.C. with Close-Up.

"Close-Up is an organization which
allows students to see Washington 
D.C. and the government close up,"
says Larry Joy, Riggs teacher
representative. Close-Up was found­
ed in 1970 with the purpose of expos­
ing students to the federal system of
government. T his year will be · the
third year Riggs students have par­
ticipated in the Washington D.C. trip.

"I learned a lot from Close-Up, I 

think I learned more in a week of 
hands-on experience than I would 
have in a semester in the government 
class," said Heath Tople who attend­
ed last year's session. "T he program 
is well-worth the money. I hope to 
return to Washington D.C. one day." 

At the present time Close-Up is 
raising money to help defray the 
costs. T he students are having 
dances and selling candy. "We are 
hoping to raise four thousand 
dollars," said Mr. Joy. "We are plan­
ning on holding more dances in the 
future." 




